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TAGS: 


SUBJECT: 

ON BEHALF OF THE NATIONAL COMMISSION ON THE OBSERVANCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN S YEAR, WARMEST WISHES FOR A SUCCESSFUL 
AND EXCITING SOUTHWEST INDIAN WOMEN'S CONFERENCE. WE 
REGRET THAT WE CAN NOT ALL BE WITH YOU TODAY FOR THIS IS 
TRULY AN HISTORIC OCCASION, ONE OF THE MOST 

SYMBOLIC EVENTS UNITING GROUPS OF INDIAN WOMEN FROM VARIED 
BACKGROUNDS, INTERESTS AND WAYS OF LIFE. BUT YOU ARE HERE 
TODAY, UNITED BY A COMMON THREAD AND PURPOSE, UNITED BY 
THE CHALLENGES AND NEEDS OF WOMEN THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE 
WORLD. DURING INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR, THIS CONFERENCE 
TAKES ON SPECIAL MEANING, AND ENHANCES THE GOALS OF IWY - 
THOSE OF EQUALITY, DEVELOPMENT AND PEACE. THANKS TO THE 
UNTIRING ENERGY AND EFFORT OF ANNIE DODGE WAUNEKA, THIS 
FIRST SOUTHWEST INDIAN WOMEN'S CONFERENCE WAS MADE POSSIBLE; 
LEADERSHIP SUCH AS HERS HAS GIVEN THE IMPETUS THAT IS SO 
ESSENTIAL IF WOMEN AND MEN WILL ONE DAY BOTH FREELY PARTIC- 
IPATE IN THE MAINSTREAM OF THEIR SOCIETY. BY YOUR PRESENCE 
AND PARTICIPATION HERE TODAY, YOU HAVE UNDERTAKEN THE PUR- 
SUIT OF THE INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR IDEALS - THE FUL- 
FILLMENT OF THESE IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY AND CHALLENGE. I 
THEREFORE SEND YOU GREETINGS AND ENCOURAGEMENT IN ALL YOUR 
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ACTIVITIES DURING INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR AND IN ALL 
THOSE YEARS TO COME. 

SINCERELY, 

TILL RUCKELSHAUS, PRESIDING OFFICER. NATIONAL COMMISSION 
ON THE OBSERVANCE OF INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S YEAR. INGERSOLL 
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